
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

New Law Prohibits Texting While Driving

Beginning July 1, 2009, drivers on Virginia roads may 
not send or receive text messages while driving. The 
need for this new law is confirmed by a number of 
studies that cite the dangers of distracted driving. The 
most recent study from the Virginia Tech 
Transportation Institute indicates that drivers are up to 
23 times more likely to wreck if texting while driving. A 
typical text, the study indicates, takes the driver’s eyes 
off the road for approximately five seconds, or about 
the time it takes to travel a football field at 55 mph!
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Contact Us 
 
 
Emergency 911 

Non-emergency 540.562.3265 

Crime Prevention 540.777.8651 

Criminal Investigations 540.777.8641 

Vice/Narcotics 540.777.8624 

E-Mail Crime Prevention: 

eorange@RoanokeCountyVA.gov 

(top) The Roanoke County Criminal Justice Academy 
graduated seven officers in their most recent jailor class 
in June. (bottom)The Western Virginia Regional Jail 
officially opened on April 9, 2009. 

 Officer Runyon Receives 
Award from Local Chamber  
 
Officer Johnny Runyon received the 2009 March/April Officer 
of the Month Award from the Roanoke
Chamber of Commerce for his efforts to save the life of a 
Roanoke County citizen. 
 

Roanoke County Police 
Involved in the Community
• Apr 18 – Kite Festival at Green Hill Park 
• May 2 – First annual Bike Rodeo at William Byrd 

Middle School with Barry Trent. Walmart donated 
two bikes for the event and Cardinal Bicycle 
contributed two adjustable bike helmets. 

• May 9 – ITT Scout Day where local fire and police 
helped conduct workshops in crime prevention, fire 
safety, fingerprinting, female defense, traffic safety 
as well as a K-9 demo. 

• July 25 – Touch at Truck event at Green Hill Park 

On April 29, School Resource Officer Johnny Runyon was 
on duty at William Byrd Middle School when he learned of a 
number of students text messaging with another student who 
had stayed home. The messages revealed the student was 
contemplating suicide. Officer Runyon took quick action to 
identify the student in distress and his whereabouts. Other 
officers received information from Officer Runyon and were 
quick to arrive at the student's location. By the time the 
officers arrived, the student had consumed a large quantity 
of anti-depressant medication and was unresponsive. The 
officers began taking action with the juvenile until the 
emergency responders arrived. The student was taken to the 
hospital where he received treatment and survived.   
 
Without the quick actions of Officer Runyon to investigate 
further and send out the information to nearby officers, a 
delay in response may have proved fatal to the student. 
Officer Runyon has been with the Department for over eight 
years and has served as a resource officer for six. 

 
Officer Johnny Runyon 

http://www.vtti.vt.edu/whats-new.html#driving-distraction
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